Skin and soft tissue infections.
The approach to common skin and soft tissue infections (SSTIs) was previously well understood. However, the recent emergence of community-associated methicillin resistant Staphyloccocus aureus as a common pathogen has changed the epidemiology of these infections and has led clinicians to alter their practice and treatment of SSTI. This article discusses the present epidemiology of SSTI and community-acquired methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, evidence-based approach to incision and drainage, the utility of adjuvant antibiotic therapy after abscess drainage, and current antimicrobial approach to cellulitis and nondrained SSTIs. Methods to reduce transmission and recurrence of SSTI through decolonization strategies are also discussed.